
Why should Austral ians care?

\\'e live in Australia, where our major clashes are on football
ovals and cricket pitches. We don't know about terrorism inside
our shores. We live in general peace and security. And that com-
tbrt is a boom to economy, to house re-sales and to our share
market.

Sometimes Muslim clerics get into trouble, denouncing the
\\hite House or women who look like uncovered meat, but reli-
gious diversity is a highlight of our multiculturalism. And Jews?
\tost people in Aushalia find Jewish people an interesting ad-
dition to that multiculturalism. So to discuss anti-Jewish senti-
ment doesn't seem to fit here. Or does it?

As October ended some members of the Ocean Grove Foot-
ball Club attacked Menachem Vorchheimer in Caulfield. Dressed
rn Orthodox Jewish garb, including a pair of head coverings,
\{r Vorchheimer was beaten and taunted. He said he had suf-
fered headaches and nausea since the attack and his two young
children had undergone counselling. He said he was attacked
because ofhis faith. The club has apologised.

So does anti-Semitism happen in Australia?
Executive Council of Australian Jewry President, Grahame
Leonard, said the attack was the fifth unprovoked assault on a
member of the Jewish community in Victoria this year. More
than 140 incidents-a national record-were reported in July, at
the height of Israel's war with Hezbollah. There has never been
a conviction for an anti-Semitic incident in Victoria.

What about in Poland?
.{nti-Semitism and intolerance in Poland have risen to new
levels since the formulation of a coalition government in May
2006, according to a new report released by the Anti-Defama-
tion League (ADL).

Poland: Democracy and the Challenge of Extremism details
what ADL calls, "the persistence of anti-Semitism" by examin-
ing a range of issues, including the makeup of the current coali-

tion government, which contains two extremist parties and the
influence of Radio Maryja, a right-wing Catholic radio station,
which regularly broadcasts anti-Semitic diatribes.

It seems so unhealthy-it doesn't make sense. Could this
happen in France, the bastion of the Enlightenment, the place
where egalitere was as much a part of the fiber as liberfy and
fratemity? Egalitere, or equality, is similar to our Aussie 'fair

go'and 'mateship'. Is there anything to report about anti-Semi-
tism?

tains and models
The French establishment journal, Le Monde, made room for the
story on page one, Amazement after the anti-Semitic attack on a
woman on a train. Seems a Jewish woman. with a l3-month-old
baby in a pram, was attacked on an RER hain and no witnesses
came forward. The story has thrown a spotlight on the steep rise
in anti-Semitic crimes in France. According to official statistics,
there were more attacks-vandalism, arson, assault and so on-
targeting France's 600,000 Jews in the first half of 2004 than in
all of2003, 135, up froml2T lastyear.

Race or politics?
It's hard to know whether the anti-Semitism is fuelled by anti-
Jewish racism or by anti-Israel politics. Some see it as European
(racism) or Muslim (political).

Probably the last six months or so, every day,
police come to the Jews for Jesus office in

Paris in order to take names and keep records.

They want to guarantee the safety of
all Jewish agencies, including our

missionary band.
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Lest Innocent Blood Be Shed: The Story of the
Village of Le Chambon and How Goodness Hap-
oened There
: rook written by Philip P Hallie from the US chron-
: es the story of a striking instance of successful
-:,r-violent resistance in occupied France during the
Second World War. Le Chambon sur Lignon, an iso-
::ed Huguenot village in southern France, managed
:: survive two years under P6tain and two more un-
:er Nazi occupation and the Gestapo as, "the safest
: ace in Europe for refugees." They began to arrive
^ 1940-41, and by liberation in the fall of 1944 some
:-:usands of Jews had come to Le Chambon and
: sappeared into the underground railway.

New York, Nl 8 March, 2006 ADL Urges France to
'Tackle This Problem" Of Increasing Violent Anti-
Semitic Attacks
1 series of violent assaults on Jewish men in a Pari-
s an suburb in the aftermath of the horrific murder of
: young Jewish man is fuelling concerns about the
:otential for a new wave of anti-Semitism in France.
-ne 

Anti-Defamation League (ADL) today urged the
:r'ench government to "remain resolute, to tackle this
:roblem" and to reassure Jews around the world that
:rance has no tolerance for anti-Semitism.

France recorded 974 anti-Semitic incidents in
2004, a record high for the post-World War ll era.
3ut officials were proud that slurs spray-painted on
synagogues, the trashing of Jewish cemeteries and
cther incidents fell dramatically last year, to about
500 incidents.

Take.  for  instancc.  the case of  Hal imi .  uhom Wik ipcc l ia  re-
por1s. "\\ 'as a )'oung French Jeu' of Moroccan descent kidnapped
on r I . lanuan 1006. by a gang o1' rnostl l \,{Lrslinr imnrigrant
youths called thc Barbarians and subsequentlv torturcd to clcath
ovcr a period of threc l lceks. Thc murdcr. among u'ltclse t.uo-
tir,es authorit ies count anti-Semitism. incited a public outcn' in
a Francc already nrarked by'intensc public controvcrsv abottt t l tc-
role of inirrigrants in its socien'."

Last  N' larch.  therc 'uere rnore at tacks on Jcus br  . . \ ru l r  l tnd
Af l ' ican i rnrn igrants in  suburbar t  Pal is .  according to pol ice.
Nclne of the latc'st victims uere seriouslv injured. but thc attacks
heightcned the ncrvousuess of  French. leus.

Both racial ancl polit ical anti-Scrnitisrr continues this 1'ear.
Aticr Halirri. the attacks continuecl in Lvon and Sarccllcs. On
6 N{arch.  a Jeu' ish pupi l  in  L) 'on uas at tackcd and k icked in the
thcc. Dtrl 's earlier. in Sarcelles. a .lovish man suffered a dislocat-
ed shoulder. after hc uas beaten by youths making anti-. lcuish
rcmarks. On 3 March. t\\ 'o young merr ir.r Sarcelles u'erc attacked
in separate incidents. uith one. the son of a local rabbi. sutfbring
a brokcn nosc.

" l t 's  a l l  mirec l  Lrp:  uang stuf f .  r ' io lence and a g lazc of  idcol -
(-)g)' thev hatc .lcu s. thcv hate thc Wcst. thc-v-' hate France." said
Sanrnl 'Gl ic lz lan.  a ret i rcd pol ice chief  and act i l is t  against  rnt i -
Scmit isnr .  "Thc. lcns arc the face thcv put  on thei r  general ised
ar lgcr  at  thc n or lc l . "

Bv Bob l lende lsohn
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