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For the Christian who wants to learn about Jews and Evangelism

David Brickner
Executive Director, 
San Francisco USA

Too much 
missionary
mail?

It can be frustrating to get too 
much missionary mail, especially 
if half of it is asking for money. I 

know, because I get mail from various 
Christian ministries that I support. But 
though I receive more missionary mail 
than I can respond to, my perspective 
as a mission leader keeps me from 
becoming frustrated or less interested 
in their ministries because of it. It 
never occurred to me to explain my 
perspective to you, but a recent letter 
has motivated me to do just that. 

“Dear David Brickner,
My wife and I faithfully support one of your 
missionaries every month as we do for several 
other missionaries and ministries.  It seems 
that at least once a month you send us a 
mailing asking for more support for a different 
project.  In my opinion you are going to the well 
too often.  I find it irritating and am tempted to 
send my monthly support elsewhere.  I doubt I 
am the only person who feels this way.  
Please remove us from your mailing list.”

My policy is to answer all complaints 
addressed to Jews for Jesus and I want 
to share my answer to this one with 
you.  If you’ve ever felt as these donors 
do, I hope reading this will help. 

“Shalom and thank you for your 
recent letter.  
“First, thank you for your 
faithful support since 
September 2012. You have 
been so generous, and even 
if you never give another 
gift we will be forever 
grateful.

I also want to thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to know how you feel so I can 
respond.  For that I am also grateful. We 
have followed through on your request to be 
removed from our mailing list, but I hope what 
I’m about to tell you might change your mind. 
We send newsletters which, I think you know, 
do not include requests for funds but are 
designed to inspire, inform and educate our 
friends in the Jews for Jesus family.  Plus, if 
someone gives a donation they also receive a 
receipt in that month, with a letter of thanks 
from me.  

Sometimes we sent out postcards as well to 
thank people.
So it is possible to receive up to three pieces of 
mail from us in any given month, though rarely 
an appeal. For some, that is too much, but we 
truly don’t want to send you any unwanted 
mail—in fact, we want to do our best to 
prevent sending unwanted mail whenever 
we can.  You actually have many options in 
managing the amount of mail we send you. 
You can request to have no appeal letters sent 
to you at all, and we are happy to arrange that.  

You can also choose to receive 
appeal letters four times 

a year—or even 
just once 
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a year. Some of our friends have even asked to 
receive our newsletter quarterly or annually 
instead of monthly, and we can accommodate 
that as well.  Other donors request no receipt for 
their donations.  In each case we are happy to 
oblige.  
Perhaps you might be willing to consider 
adjusting the amount of times you hear from 
Jews for Jesus rather than choosing not to hear 
from us at all.  I really hope you will.  
So why do we send out appeal letters for different 
projects?  First, because we have many special 
projects that need prayer and funding.  Second, 
many of our donors only give when we ask, 
and they appreciate the reminder that appeals 
provide. And third, most people will get excited 
about one project and not another—and since 
we don’t know which they will want to support, 
we tell them about each one.   
We don’t expect anyone to respond to every 
letter and we certainly don’t want anyone to 
feel pressured. In fact, we have always told our 
donors to support their local church first before 
ever giving to Jews for Jesus. Actually, giving to 
a local church serves as a good model for this 
subject.  
People who are active in their local church 
usually attend several services a month.  Many 
churches pass an offering plate at each service 
or special event, but that doesn’t mean people 
feel personally pressured to give each time the 
plate goes by.  Some choose to give once or twice 
a month depending on when they are paid.  Some 
prefer to give online, so they let the plate pass 
them by each and every time.  Probably most 
churchgoers don’t feel irritated when the offering 
plate is passed. If they have already given what 
they, they just let the plate pass by, realizing it 

is also 
meant 
for 
others.  
It would 
be great if 
people could feel 
that way about our 
appeal letters. If you have 
already given what you intend, 
please just let that “plate” pass by 
without feeling any pressure. Because the person 
next to you might be ready to give, even if you 
already have.  Does that make sense?  
I hope you still see Jews for Jesus as worthy of 
your support based on the ministry we conduct, 
and will let us know if you’d like to resume 
hearing from us. Again, we’ll be happy to make 
changes in how often you hear from us if you tell 
us your preferences.
 Shalom in Jesus,
David Brickner”

If you feel you’ve been receiving too 
much missionary mail from us, I hope the 
above letter helps, and that you’ll send us 
a note in the enclosed envelope to help 
us adjust the amount of mail we send 
you. If you hear from us online, and now 
we are over 5,000 in AustralAsia who 
are so hearing, then please email us to 
inform us of your concerns.

I’ll confess, I would prefer not to have 
to ask for donations at all. In my dream 
world, people would give spontaneously 
and all of our needs would be met 
without ever needing to ask. Like many 

dreams, 
it 

wouldn’t 
be a realistic 

expectation. 

Jesus said, “Ask and you will receive.”  
Scripture tells us, “You do not have 
because you do not ask.”  Now I know 
it is speaking about asking God and 
believe me, we do ask God continually 
around here.  I believe God chooses to 
supply those needs most often through 
His people, the church.  So I believe He 
expects us to ask, but when we do ask 
people to give, we ought to trust that 
God will move them to be His means to 
supply all our needs according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  

When I give to my church, or to Jews for 
Jesus, or to other worthy causes, it’s with 
the understanding that all I have belongs 
to God to begin with. He speaks to each 
heart that is in tune with His about 
when and where to give. If too much 
mail is making it hard for you to hear His 
voice, please do let us know. We’ll do 
our best to send only as much as will be 
a mutual blessing in what we hope will 
be a long lasting partnership with you.
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Most Jewish people do not consider salva-
tion for themselves individually. Redemp-
tion is something national and political. 

Consider how we imagine the individual Jewish 
person would have responded in Egypt after 400 
years of slavery, when Moses said, “put the blood 
on the doorposts” and then they ate the Passover. 
Although it’s familial, they would have seen them-
selves as part of a national redemption. That is the 
general Jewish view today. Salvation is national, 
perhaps Israel, perhaps international, but not indi-
vidual. (Gen. 47.25, Ex. 14.30, Num. 10.9, Dt. 33.29, 
Judg 3.31, Psalm 80, Psalm 106)

However the Bible gives an even bigger picture. 
Individual salvation (same Hebrew word: “Yasha”) 
comes from the pen of King David. 2Sam. 22.4 
reads, “I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be 
praised, and I am saved from my enemies.” This 
is repeated in Psalm 18. And Psalm 34.6 makes it 
clear that David considers himself a poor man who 
is YASHAd by the Lord. Psalm 116 sounds the cry of 
the poet for individual salvation.

Then how does an individual Jewish person obtain 
salvation? Isaiah 63 records it this way, “In all their 
affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His 

presence saved them; In His love and in His mercy 
He redeemed them,” This is the one who died for 
us all in chapter 53 of Isaiah and who is named in 
chapter 63 as “Mighty to save” in verse one. This 
One “poured out their lifeblood on the earth.”(.6) 
The one who in verse 8, “became their Saviour.” In 
other words Jews are saved the same way Gentiles 
are—by grace through faith in Jesus. Jesus died and 
rose again…that’s God’s testimony, and we receive 
Him by faith and confess Him as Lord. (Romans 
10.9-10)

Then finally is it only for Jewish people? No. The 
Bible is clear in Isaiah, “Turn to Me and be saved, all 
the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no 
other.” (45.22) The option for salvation was to be 
administered by the Jewish people unto the ends of 
the earth, even here in AustralAsia. Singaporeans 
and Kiwis, Maori and Malay, Aussies and interlop-
ers everywhere…all can be saved by turning to the 
Lord. That word “Turn” actually means to “face” 
Him. If we are by nature turned away from God, 
then ‘turning’ means to turn around and return, to 
face Him and humbly cry out for mercy. The way a 
Gentile gets saved by faith in Jesus, that’s the same 
way a Jewish person is saved. 

How are Jews saved?
Or are they?

Quickquestion



So many of you have been writing us lately about 
taking the messianic perspective on as a project, 
or as a life perspective. Some write about Hebrew 

roots and others say they are now celebrating Jewish 
holidays. For us Jewish believers, these are normal parts 
of life and we welcome those of you who are not Jewish 
and want to participate in these matters. That said, there 
is something you have probably not considered before of 
which we want you to be aware.
At Woronora Cemetery in Sutherland, Sydney, we have 
secured the rights to at least 80 burial plots and 130 
niche drawers for Messianic Burial. Being identified with 
the messianic cause, in life and in death, will certainly 
tell others what you believe, and in burial, will last much 
longer than anything we say about ourselves in life. 
All arrangements are made directly with Woronora by 
ringing their office on 02.9545.4677 or email them on 
mail@woronoracemetery.org.au  Please tell them you 
desire to be buried or ashes placed in the “Messianic” 
section. Because Bob Mendelsohn, our national director, 
has organized this section, we think it right that you let 
us know of these arrangements for our administration as 
well. Thanks so much.
For more information from Jews for Jesus in this regard, 
please read bit.ly/MJBurials. Thanks.

Identify 
with us

http://bit.ly/MJBurials


In one Bible translation, we find “steadfast love” 
and “loyalty.” In another, we find “mercy,” “kind-
ness,” “goodness” and “lovingkindness.” Which 

Hebrew word is rendered in all these different 
ways? It is “chesed,” (pronounced kheh-sed) which 
is found 249 times in the Old Testament. Most often, 
we encounter chesed in the Psalms—26 times in 
Psalm 136 alone!  You might recall the familiar 
refrain from that wonderful Psalm of thanksgiving: 
“For His love (chesed) endures forever.”

One dictionary renders chesed as “unfailing love, 
loyal love, devotion, kindness, often based on a prior 
relationship, especially a covenant relationship.”  
Since the word is often used in the context of a cov-
enant, it has been suggested that chesed also can be 
translated as “covenant love”—meaning the faithful-
ness required by the covenant. 

You might say that chesed “lives” on a two-way 
street, as something which God certainly shows to 
His people, but also desires for us to give back to 
Him, as well as to one another. 

Thank God for His chesed, because:

• like King David, we can cry out to God for for-
giveness of sin based on His chesed: “Have mercy 
upon me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness 
(chesed); according to the multitude of Your tender 
mercies, blot out my transgressions” (Psalm 51:1).

• like the prophet Jeremiah, we can be confident in 
the midst of great trial, “Through the LORD’s mer-
cies (chesed) we are not consumed, because His 
compassions fail not” (Lamentations 3:22).

And also because

• chesed is what He desires from His people: “He has 
shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the 
LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, 
(chesed) and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 
6:8). To belong to a God who so instructs His people 
is a wonderful thing. 

Of course, God’s people don’t always give Him His 
due. In Jeremiah 2:2, God recalls the earlier devotion 
of Israel (His covenant people), also likening it to a 
marriage covenant: “I remember you, the kindness 
(chesed) of your youth, the love of your betrothal . . .” 

But while we human beings often fail in showing 
chesed, God never does. Rather, His response to 
Israel’s failure, and to the failure of the human race, 
was the greatest act of chesed of all time. He sent His 
son Yeshua to atone for our sin.

All believers in Yeshua are under the New Covenant 
predicted in Jeremiah 31:31ff. That means all believ-
ers have become “covenant people” and recipients 
of God’s chesed. God desires that we reciprocate His 
loyal love as well as showing chesed to one another.  

The ‘silly season’ is a good time to think about God’s 
chesed, to thank Him for it, and to look for ways to 
show it to others. 

Thank God for

Chesed

by Rich Robinson                               
Scholar-in-residence, San Francisco



      

Featured 
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Messianic 
Resources
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We have more than 
700 items available on 
jewsforjesus.org.au/catalog

Jews for Jesus Bumper Sticker
Comes in varied colors combinations. 30 cm. Perfect for 
a brief case or back of a car (bumper sticker). Cost $4.

A messianic look at Christmas and Hanukkah 
BOOKLET. A wonderful collection of testimony, prose 

and poetry to add a little touch of love 
to the blessed season--from Jews who 
believe that Jesus is the reason for the 
season. A good booklet to give to an 
unbelieving Jewish friend. Cost $6.

Wooden Dreidel 
Wooden dreidel, with colored 
letters for easy reading. Nes 
gadol haya sham, a great 
miracle happened there. A 
perfect present for your boss 
or the teacher at your kids’ 
school. Cost $7.

“Messiah Revealed” 
The stunning artwork of this substantial 
poster features a poem by Jon Isaac in 
which various verses correspond to Old 
Testament prophecies of the Messiah. A 
great addition to a den or dorm room, 
and it could even lead to a conversation 
with visitors or a roommate about 
Yeshua.  Approx 55 cm x 71 cm. Cost $26.

Women at the Time of 
the Bible
From her education and 
contribution to the community 
to her dress and adornments. 
Included are colour photographs 
and drawings of rare  finds 
unearthed in the Holy Land. 
Written by Israeli Miriam 
Feinberg Vanosh . Cost $28

All costs include shipping in 
Australia. For other countries, 

please add $4 per item. Prices are 
going up very fast for postage. We 

have no control over that.

Aquamarine Necklace
Handmade in Israel made out of Fine 14K gold-
filled. This stunning Aquamarine necklace (chain 
is 46 cm) is actually a high-grade Swarovski 
crystal. A great gift as well. Cost $56.


